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What are we talking about?
SARA Policy Manual 25.1 (updated July 2025)
Policy 5.2 Programs leading to professional licensure

SARA has no effect on state professional licensing requirements. Any 
institution approved to participate in SARA that offers courses or 
programs designed to lead to professional licensure or certification or 
advertised as leading to licensure must satisfy all federal requirements 
for disclosure regarding such professional licensure programs. 

For SARA purposes, these requirements will also apply to
non-Title IV institutions and programs.
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Return to the federal regulations….
34 CFR 668.43(a)(5)(v)
(5) The academic program of the institution, including… 

(v) If an educational program is designed to meet educational 
requirements for a specific professional license/certification required 
for employment in an occupation, or is advertised as meeting such 
requirements, a list of all States where the institution has determined 
that the program does and does not meet such requirements…
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Keep in Mind

https:/ / www.nasfaa.org/ compiled_title_iv_regulations

Numerous regs apply to Title IV 
courses and programs

Very few apply to non-Title IV:
• revenue reporting
• consumer protections
• state licensing

https://www.nasfaa.org/compiled_title_iv_regulations
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Who needs a seat at the table?

• 3rd party content providers

• Anyone managing non-credit 
courses for your institution: 
enrollment; advertising; 
website and landing pages 
for courses.
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Process for Compliance with Policy 5.2

The objective:
Meet regulatory compliance.

STEPS:
1. Assess 2. Identify 3. Research 4. Implement
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Step 1: Assess

• Does your institution 
offer non-credit 
courses?

• Are those courses 
offered in your state 
only or beyond?

v
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Step 2: Identify

For non-credit / non-Title IV 
courses:
Is there a required license or 
certificate for initial 
employment in the profession 
the course is designed to or 
advertised as leading to?
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Step 2: Examples
Questions:
1. Is “paralegal” a regulated profession 

in Arkansas?
2. Does Arkansas have any 

requirements prior to obtaining 
initial employment, like background 
checks?

See disclosure: 
https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&c
ourse=paralegal-professional

https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&course=paralegal-professional
https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&course=paralegal-professional
https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&course=paralegal-professional
https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&course=paralegal-professional
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Step 2: Examples 2
Questions:
1. Is “dialysis technician” a regulated 

profession in Arkansas?
2. Does Arkansas have any 

requirements prior to obtaining 
initial employment, like background 
checks?

See disclosure:
https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog
&course=dialysis-technician

https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&course=dialysis-technician
https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&course=dialysis-technician
https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&course=dialysis-technician
https://training.uark.edu/portal/training?cmd=catalog&course=dialysis-technician
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Step 3: Research

• Break down topic areas 
of courses (medical, 
education, etc.)

• If courses are offered 
out-of-state and require 
specific research and 
disclosures, begin with 
your surrounding states.
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Disclosure example: 
Courses offered out-of-state

National Certification
After completing this program, learners will have the option to take a 
leading national/industry-recognized certification exams related to 
entry-level employment in this fast-growing field.

National Healthcareer Association (NHA) Phlebotomy 
Technician Certification (CPT)

Phlebotomy Technicians are not a state regulated profession in Arkansas and the 
surrounding states of Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Missouri, meaning you don’t need a state license to practice the profession. 
National certification is generally preferred by employers and can be obtained by 
the successful completion of the National Healthcareer Association (NHA) 
Phlebotomy Technician Certification (CPT) certification exam, which is offered 
through the course. If you reside in a state not listed above, please consult with 
your state’s medical professions regulating agency.
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Step 4: Implement

TIPS:
• Make sure any language provided by 3rd party 

content providers is accurate.

• Start with your institution’s most popular courses.

• Research “certificates” or “tests for certification” 
offered by 3rd party providers.
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Consumer Protections

Keep in Mind:
Its critical learners don’t 
misunderstand what they’re paying 
for, especially because there’s no 
“enrollment” for these types of 
courses–once the learner pays, 
they’re registered.
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Consumer Protections Questions

1. Could the course title or 
description confuse a 
potential learner?

2. Does the course sound like it 
prepares a learner for a 
regulated profession?
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Confusing Courses 
& Consumer Protection 

National Certification
After completing this program, learners will have the option to take a 
leading national/industry-recognized certification exams related to 
entry-level employment in this fast-growing field.

National Healthcareer Association (NHA) Phlebotomy 
Technician Certification (CPT)

Clinical Medical Assistant is not a regulated profession in Arkansas and the 
surrounding states of Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Missouri. This means you don’t need a license from the state to practice this 
profession. National certification is often preferred by employers, and this 
certification can be obtained by the successful completion of the National 
Healthcareer Association (NHA) Certified Clinical Medical Assistant (CCMA) exam, 
which is offered through the course. If you reside in a state not listed above, please 
consult with your state’s medical professions regulating agency.
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Confusing Courses 
& Consumer Protection 2

National Certification
After completing this program, learners will have the option to take a 
leading national/industry-recognized certification exams related to 
entry-level employment in this fast-growing.

Pharmacy Technician is a regulated profession in Arkansas. To be eligible, an applicant must 
have a high school diploma or GED, pass a state and federal background check, provide a 
copy of your social security card and a state identification or driver’s license. This course is 
only intended for professional development and is not required in the state of Arkansas. 
However, pharmacy technician regulations in the U.S. are not uniform and vary significantly 
by state. If you are outside the state of Arkansas, please consult with your state’s medical 
professions regulating agency.

Always check with your state's regulatory agency or board for the most current and specific 
information.

Pharmacy Technician Certification 
Board (PTCB) Certified Pharmacy 
Technician (CPhT)

NWCA Pharmacy Technician 
Associate Certification(PTAC)
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Confusing Courses 
& Consumer Protection 3

Certification
Accounting professional is not a state-regulated profession. 
Certified Public Accountant or CPA is a licensed, regulated 
profession. This course does not prepare you to become a CPA.

This course assists in preparing learners to take the qualifying 
exam for the following certification. Learners must pass a 
certification exam and, in some cases, document a specified 
amount of work experience to be eligible for this certification.

National Workforce Career Association (NWCA) Accounting 
Professional (ACCT-P) Certification
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Questions?
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Thank You!
Amy L. White, MPP
Distance Education Compliance Manager
amylw@uark.edu
online.uark.edu
globalcampus.uark.edu
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