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● What are nursing board approvals?
● When are they required?
● Which programs does this apply to?
● How to get approved
● Who can help?
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Pollll

3

In a few words, how would 
you describe Nursing Board 
approvals and faculty 
licensing for out-of-state 
programs?

Present results Slido.com
#1578142

https://wall.sli.do/event/ehzmMKKoV4FPr5KVmGVpt9?section=5c984b87-ec5a-4f9a-8b1e-23402cd05215&integration=shared-present-mode&utm_source=slidoadmin
http://slido.com/
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What are approvals?

● Review of nursing programs 
(sometimes institution) 
and/or clinical sites by 
nursing board.

● Faculty licensing 
requirements
○ Didactic
○ Clinical (including 

preceptors)

Not:
• -- Approval to operate.

• SARA or
• State higher ed office

• -- Guarantee of license 
eligibility for graduates.
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Poll
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Which of the following 
trigger the need for nursing 
board review/authorization 
or faculty licensing 
considerations in another 
state?

Slido.com
#2218060

Present results

http://slido.com/
https://wall.sli.do/event/te5X86gvLUrwvdNaBDs5Vt?section=5e1fbc04-c4cb-4e01-9331-0cf54dd92220&integration=shared-present-mode&utm_source=slidoadmin
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When are approvals required?
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It depends!

● Enrolling a student located in that state 
● Having a clinical site in the state
● Faculty located in the state

In short, if any learning activity is taking place in the 
state, approval may be required and should be 
reviewed. 

Sometimes regular/annual submissions, others have less 
frequent renewals.
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Poll
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Which types of nursing 
programs may require 
approvals and/or have 
faculty licensing 
considerations?

Slido.com
#3474759

Present link

http://slido.com/
https://wall.sli.do/event/dsTcsCMRDz6wKwvefFcAvv?section=806c8cf7-6656-44fc-8f27-027e8bf605ca&integration=shared-present-mode&utm_source=slidoadmin
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Which programs?

It depends!   Look for definition of “nursing program”

8

● Licensed Practical Nurse
● Registered Nurse
● Advanced Practice Registered Nurse

○ Clinical Nurse Specialist
○ Nurse Anesthetist
○ Nurse Practitioner
○ Nurse Midwife

● Any post-licensure (RN) 
● Any nursing program
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How to get approved
● Each state has unique requirements and process. 

Ranges from:
○ Clinical site information 15 days+ before a student 

starts.
○ Full program and institutional review (akin to approval 

by home state nursing board).

● Typically information, including application forms, 
available on board website.
○ Sometimes contact person listed for out-of-state 

programs.

● Fees range from several hundred to thousands of dollars.

9
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Example - Alabama

10

Alabama

(5) A prelicensure program or advanced practice program based outside the state of Alabama 
that plans to provide students with clinical learning experiences in Alabama shall submit to the 
Board, within a minimum of fifteen (15) days in advance of the expected clinical learning 
experience, the following:
(a) A letter of intent identifying the governing institution, the type of nursing education program, 
and the status of approval from accrediting bodies and state where located. The letter shall 
include:
1. Name of student and license number of the student (where applicable).
2. Name and license number of the clinical supervisor. Clinical supervision shall meet the 
requirements set forth in this chapter.
3. Name and location of the clinical facility and statement from the Director of Nursing/Chief 
Nursing Officer of the clinical facility regarding the availability of clinical learning experiences for 
instate and out-of-state nursing students.
4. Learning outcomes expected of the student.
5. Name and Alabama registered nurse license number or, in the case of nursing faculty licensed in 
another party state, multistate registered nurse license number of the nursing faculty responsible for 
the evaluation and oversight of the student's clinical learning experience.

Ala. Admin. Code r. 610-X-3-.09
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Example - Alabama
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(14) Nursing Faculty: Registered professional nurse, with at least one graduate degree in 
nursing or a health-related field, appointed by the governing institution and who are 
employed full-time or part-time and are responsible for developing, implementing, 
evaluating, and updating nursing program curricula.
(a) Nursing faculty for advanced practice nursing courses must meet national 
accreditation, certification, and educational standards for the specific program of study. 
This requirement does not apply to non-nursing faculty teaching non-nursing courses in an 
advanced practice curriculum.

Ala. Admin. Code r. 610-X-3-.01

(9) Clinical Supervisor, Clinical Coordinator, or Preceptor (Advanced Practice Program): an 
advanced practice registered nurse, a physician, or other appropriately licensed, 
population-focused clinician who provides guidance, serves as a role model, resource, and 
clinical educator to enhance the learning experiences of an advanced practice nursing 
student.

Ala. Admin. Code r. 610-X-3-.01
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Example - Alabama
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Summary

● Offering clinical sites in Alabama requires approval

○ Applies to all nursing programs: LPN, RN, APRN, and post-
licensure

○ Letter of Intent sent to the Board for each clinical placement 
at least 15 days prior to start

○ $500 fee per program is required each January

● Faculty licensing considerations
○ Didactic and clinical
○ APRN specifics
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Example - Arizona
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Ariz. Admin. Code § R4-19-217. Distance Learning Nursing Programs; Out-of-State Nursing Programs
A. An out-of-state nursing program that is in good standing in another state in the United States and plans to 
provide distance based didactic instruction and on-ground clinical instruction in Arizona shall comply with 
the application requirements of R4-19-207 and R4-19-208. The program shall employ at least one faculty 
member who is physically present in this state to coordinate the education and clinical experience.
B. Any nursing program that delivers didactic instruction in Arizona by distance learning methods shall ensure 
that the methods of instruction are compatible with the program curriculum plan and enable a student to 
meet the goals, competencies, and objectives of the educational program and standards of the Board, 
A.R.S. Title 32, Chapter 15, and 4 A.A.C. 19.
1. A distance learning nursing program shall establish a means for assessing individual student outcomes, and 
program outcomes including, at minimum, student learning outcomes, student retention, student 
satisfaction, and faculty satisfaction.
2. For out-of-state nursing programs, the program shall be within the jurisdiction of and regulated by an 
equivalent United States nursing regulatory authority in the state from which the program originates, unless 
also providing clinical experience in Arizona.
3. Didactic faculty members shall be licensed in the state of origination of a distance learning nursing 
program and in Arizona or hold a multi-state compact license unless exempt under A.R.S. § 32-1631(8). 
Clinical supervising faculty shall be licensed in the location of the clinical activity.
4. A distance learning nursing program shall provide students with supervised clinical and laboratory 
experiences so that program objectives are met and didactic learning is validated by supervised, on-ground 
clinical and laboratory experiences.
5. A distance-learning nursing program shall provide students with adequate access to technology, 
resources, technical support, and the ability to interact with peers, preceptors, and faculty.
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Example - Arizona
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Ariz. Admin. Code § R4-19-217. Distance Learning Nursing Programs; Out-of-State Nursing Programs
C. A nursing program, located in another state or territory of the United States, that wishes to provide clinical 
experiences in Arizona under A.R.S. § 32-1631(3), shall obtain Board approval before offering or conducting a clinical 
session. To obtain approval, the program shall submit a proposal package that contains:
1. A self study, describing the program’s compliance with R4-19-201 through R4-19-206; and
2. A statement regarding, the number and type of student placements planned, and written commitment by the 
clinical facilities to provide the necessary clinical experiences, the name and qualifications of faculty licensed in Arizona 
and physically present in the facility who will supervise the experience and verification of good standing of the program 
in the jurisdiction of origin.
D. The Board may require a nursing program approved under this Section to file periodic reports to determine 
compliance with the provisions of this Article. A program shall submit a report to the Board within 30 days of the date on 
a written request from the Board or by the due date stated in the request if the due date is after the normal 30-day 
period.
E. The Board shall approve an application to conduct clinical instruction in Arizona that meets the requirements in A.R.S. 
Title 32, Chapter 15 and A.A.C. Title 4, Chapter 19, and is in the best interest of the public. An applicant who is denied 
approval to conduct clinical instruction in Arizona may request a hearing by filing a written request with the Board within 
30 days of service of the Board’s order denying the application for approval. Hearings shall be conducted in 
accordance with A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 6, Article 10 and A.A.C. Title 4, Chapter 19, Article 6.
F. If the Board finds that a nursing program located and approved in another state or territory of the United States does 
not meet requirements for nursing programs prescribed in this Article the Board may take other disciplinary action 
depending on the severity of the offense after offering a hearing conducted in accordance with A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 
6, Article 10 and A.A.C. Title 4, Chapter 19, Article 6.
1. Students enrolled at the time of rescission of approval shall not be granted licensure unless the applicant meets all 
applicable licensure requirements.
2. The Board shall ensure that the applicant has completed a curriculum that is equivalent to that of an approved 
nursing program.
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Example - Arizona
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Board Advisory Opinion - ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSING 
PROGRAMS CLINICALS IN ARIZONA BY OUT-OF-STATE PROGRAMS

Provides “exemption” to full program approval by the Board if certain 
conditions are met, however application to Board still required:

● Program is approved by the school’s home state board of nursing.
● Nursing school is nationally accredited in good standing or has achieved 

candidacy for national accreditation by an approved national nursing 
accrediting agency.

● Nursing school’s home institution is approved and in good standing by its 
home state regulatory body as well as appropriately accredited and in 
good standing. If a nursing school’s home institution has actual or pending 
action by a regulator or accreditor, it must reveal the circumstances in its 
documentation for review by Board staff. 

https://azbn.gov/scope-practice/advisory-opinions
https://azbn.gov/scope-practice/advisory-opinions
https://azbn.gov/scope-practice/advisory-opinions
https://azbn.gov/scope-practice/advisory-opinions
https://azbn.gov/scope-practice/advisory-opinions
https://azbn.gov/scope-practice/advisory-opinions
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Example - Arizona
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Summary

● Offering didactic courses to students located in Arizona or clinical 
sites in Arizona requires approval.

○ Applies to licensure preparation nursing programs at all levels: 
LPN, RN, APRN
■ Post-licensure programs not covered (ex. RN-to-BSN, 

MSN-Nurse Educator)
○ Full program review required, unless APRN program meets 

specific criteria.

● Faculty licensing considerations
○ Didactic and clinical for licensure programs: LPN, RN, APRN
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Other Important Things to Consider
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● When to know about this (when a student inquiries from 
another state, before opening to other states, sometime 
else)?

● Changes can occur at any time (like any other regulation or 
rule).

● Often not clear in regulations or rules. Nursing boards create 
advisory opinions or other Board action.

● Program changes at institution may impact out-of-state 
nursing board compliance.
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Approvals are High Stakes
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Understanding nursing board approval requirements and 
securing needed approvals is critical.

Could impact:
● Your graduates’ ability to achieve licensure
● Home state nursing board approval
● Programmatic accreditation
● Faculty’s licenses in other states
● Access to Title IV
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Table Talk Questions
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What is your college or university
doing now? Or how is your state 
agency supporting this work?

Who is responsible for this work?
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Table Talk Questions
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Where have you sought 
and/or achieved approvals? 
Where are you limiting 
enrollments?

Challenges and successes 
working with nursing boards?
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● HELP researches and provides information about requirements for all U.S. boards of 
nursing related to delivering nursing education in each state/territory.  

● Information includes:
■ Details about approval/authorization process and links to application 

forms (when available)
■ Faculty and preceptor/supervisor licensing requirements
■ Other unique requirements, such as Worker’s Compensation policies

● Add-on for members of The Bookmark, our one-of-a-kind research platform for 
educational requirements for licensure.

State Authorization Network (SAN) released the Nursing Program State-Specific 
Requirements Chart in December 2025. Information to start your research, including 
specific regulations, for all U.S. states and territories. Available only to SAN members. 

Who can help?  We can!

21

https://www.higheredlicensurepros.com/the-bookmark
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/getting-started-state-requirements-nursing-program-compliance
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/getting-started-state-requirements-nursing-program-compliance
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/getting-started-state-requirements-nursing-program-compliance
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/getting-started-state-requirements-nursing-program-compliance
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Additional Resources
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Stay Informed with the HELP Blog

● Updates on federal Department of Education 
policies and SARA requirements.

● Insights on professional licensure compliance 
and state-by-state requirements.

● Practical guidance from our experts on 
researching and interpreting regulations.

● Free resource for institutions, compliance 
leaders, and academic officers.

Visit: higheredlicensurepros.com/blog

Check out the State Authorization Network (SAN) 
Professional Licensure Webpage

● Find SAN Professional Licensure 
Handbooks, Charts, One Pagers, and more 
on the Getting Started with Compliance 
Management Gateway webpage.

● Special Interest Team for Professional 
Licensure prepared resources SIT Webpage 
Here!

https://www.higheredlicensurepros.com/blog
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/professional-licensure
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/getting-started
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/getting-started
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/special-interest-team-professional-licensure-prepared-outcomes
https://wcetsan.wiche.edu/resources/special-interest-team-professional-licensure-prepared-outcomes
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kris@higheredlicensurepros.com
in/kris-maul 

allen@higheredlicensurepros.com

higheredlicensurepros.com

Thank you!

mailto:kris@higheredlicensurepros.com
mailto:allen@higheredlicensurepros.com
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