Accessibility In Practice:
State Oversight,
‘Institutional Compliance,
and Emerging Expectations
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Meet the Panel

* Cheryl Dowd | State Authorization Network & WCET Policy
nnovations

« Kimberly Foore | West Virginia University

* Krista LeBrun | Mississippi Community College Board
* Erika Swain | University of Colorado

* Christa Wilhite | Mississippi Community College Board
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The Regulatory Landscape ~NAS-SPS.

WCAG 2.1 Level Section 504 &
AA 508

» Applies to state » Established as * Reinforce * Institutions are
and local the required accessibility implementing
government technical obligations tied while guidance
entities, standard for to federal continues to
including public digital funding and evolve.
higher accessibility digital access.  Final Rule?
education across all
institutions. covered

content.
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Scope of Compliance

Who Must Comply
« Public Institutions (Title II)
» State Agencies and Systems

* Private institutions

receiving federal funds
(Section 504)

* Vendors and Third-Party
Providers
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What's Covered

« Websites and public-facing
content

« Gated Content (LMS,
Portals, Intranets)

* Digital Assets (Files, Media,
etc.)

 Third-Party Tools




Policy to Practice

Compliance is a continuous
cycle, and organizations may
enter at different points while
revisiting each phase as
requirements evolve.
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Implementation

-

‘ Ownership
Accountability
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Start to Sustainability

o Monday Morning 60 Days
|dentify high-impact areas. Assign Establish governance structure.
initial ownership. Start internal Begin remediation of priority
conversations. areas. Evaluate vendors and tools.
—0 * >
. Formalize compliance plan.
Begin inventory of websites, LMS,  Implement training and
documents, and tools. Identify high- i communication. Document
risk content. Engage leadership. progress and next steps.
30 Days O 90 Days
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Resources ~NAS-SPS

« Accessibility in the Spotlight: Department of Justice Regulations; WCET Frontiers;
August 2024

« Survey on Accessibility of Web Information and Services; WCET; January 2026

- Decoding Accessibility: Cracking the Code of the New Federal Digital
Accessibility Rules; NACUA Note; April 2026 (NACUA member institutions should ask
their General Counsel for this brief)

« ADA Web Rule Face Sheet: High-level overview; ADA.gov; March 2024

- Small Entity Compliance Guide: DOJ Guidance for Navigating Implementation;
ADA.gov; March 2024

« Central Hub for Federal Accessibility; Section508.gov; General Services
Administration
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https://wcet.wiche.edu/frontiers/2024/08/02/accessibility-in-the-spotlight-do-regulations/
https://wcet.wiche.edu/frontiers/2024/08/02/accessibility-in-the-spotlight-do-regulations/
https://wcet.wiche.edu/resources/survey-on-accessibility-of-web-information-and-services/
https://wcet.wiche.edu/resources/survey-on-accessibility-of-web-information-and-services/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/small-entity-compliance-guide/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/small-entity-compliance-guide/
https://www.section508.gov/
https://www.section508.gov/
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